When I was editor of JICS I was notorious for harassing the President for a report for JICS. Now the shoe is on the other foot! This is my first report having taken over from Anna Batchelor. She flourished as the President and was able to do a marvellous job for the Society as well as bring up a baby boy, get married and hold down a full time day job; as well as that she is a wonderful person! I hope I am able to help continue the progress that Anna and all the previous Presidents and Council members have started and maintained. I must say it was a proud moment for me when Anna handed me the chain of office at the Spring Meeting; I have served under Paul Lawler, Giles Morgan, Peter Nightingale, Saxon Ridley and Anna; one cannot fail to learn from such excellent role models. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Bob Winter for taking on the job of, and successfully performing, as the Honorary Secretary at an early stage of his Council career; thankfully we still have Bob around for at least a year to help us with the website. Richard Griffiths has now left Council after 6 years and has done a sterling job running the Research Committee; we have however now acquired Mark Bellamy who will inherit the role of Chair -welcome Mark! We also will be saying goodbye to our outstanding trainee member Sam Waddy; it has been a pleasure working with him.
My first aim is to keep the President's report as brief as possible; thanks to Bruce, the developing Editorial Board, and of course the contributions from our members, JICS has progressed considerably from when I was the Editor, and we are hoping to develop it eventually into a peer-reviewed journal; this process takes time but in Bournemouth the newly formed Editorial Board met and made some important decisions about the future of JICS. Now that Bruce has taken on the mantle of Honorary Secretary for the Society he will be helping Jane Harper to produce JICS whilst we look for a suitable permanent Editor; Bruce and I both know how much time needs to be invested into developing JICS so hopefully in the near future we will find a willing and capable volunteer. My second aim will be to try and ensure Council meetings run on time; all Presidents say that when they start, but inevitably the quantity of material that arrives by email every day (sometimes 100/day) somehow thwarts this objective. The ICS, as well as looking after its own business, has inputs into many committees: NICE; NPSA; RCA; RCP; AAGBI; ICBTICM; MHRA; HPA; Critical Care Contingency Planning; National Blood Transfusion Committee; Critical Care Stakeholders' Forum; ICNARC Board of Management; to name but a few.
The third aim must to be to continue the excellent progress made with our meetings. The restriction on study leave funding and the competition in the market place for delegates requires that we put on high quality and varied programmes at affordable prices. The Bournemouth Spring Meeting was an undoubted success in terms of programme content and quality of speakers, and financially we continued to budget correctly. For this we are indebted to Peter MacNaughton, Andy Rhodes and Mervyn Singer for devising the programme along with David Goldhill and the Meetings Committee. Thanks also goes to Martin Schuster-Bruce, the local organiser, and of course all the Events Team and other members of the Secretariat, and all the volunteers that helped them. A special mention should perhaps be made to Bruce and his band colleagues 'EMD' for providing rocking entertainment for the dinner dance; perhaps they could have won the recent 'Britain's got Talent' on ITV and could have performed at the Royal Variety Show! The Focus meeting on Quality in June was organised by Loua Shaikh and again this proved a huge success. Now that the Society office is located within Churchill House we are able to run regular seminars for 50-100 delegates at affordable prices and we hope this will be more attractive to a larger proportion of our members.
We have had one or two comments from the non-doctor membership asking that the Society involves them more; we will take this into consideration during the planning of future meetings, but also we plan to ask the membership to vote at an Extraordinary General Meeting at the State of the Art Conference in December on a proposal to introduce an extra seat on Council to represent the non-medic members, i.e. nurses, physiotherapists, psychologists, pharmacists, managers and technicians.
In June I received an invitation to attend the IBTICM Away Day; inevitably there was great emphasis put on the evolution of a Faculty of Intensive Care Medicine; I look forward to a fruitful relationship with the members of this Board.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Barry Williams and the CritPaL committee on their evolution into one of the Society's most powerful weapons. They have achieved a lot in the small time they have been together. One recent development that they have helped encourage is the formation of a website known as ICAN-UK; readers should visit it -it has been set up by John Griffiths, Dan Conway and Steve Brett and the motto is 'helping to put the pieces back together'.
Before signing off I would like to bring to your attention a joint meeting of the ICS with the Academy of Expert Witnesses in September; Bob Winter has kindly agreed to be slaughtered in the witness box by well known barrister from Hempson's known as Bertie Leigh; do sign up and come and be thankful for Bob that it is not the real thing! Also start making arrangements for the State of the Art meeting in December where included in the excellent program will be a presentation on the successful expedition to Everest; well done to Monty Mythen, Mike Grocott and the team! I would also like to point out that I have not stuck to my first aim which was to keep the President's report as short as possible maybe next time.
Carl Waldmann, President
The Intensive Care Society has approximately 700 non-medical members, and the multidisciplinary nature of our membership contributes substantially to the Society's strength and influence. The Council of the ICS is keen to involve these members more closely in the working of the Society, and to allow them to contribute more easily and effectively to our activities.
At the meeting held on the 10th of July 2007, Council unanimously voted to initiate a process that facilitated this aspiration. As a first step in this process, we felt that it would be desirable to hold an election to Council from the nursing and allied health membership of the Society in order to provide them with better representation and help promote their aspirations and interests at Council. A formal proposal, including details of the how this process would operate, will be put before the voting membership of the Society in the near future.
Carl Waldmann ICS President
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